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Dear Colleagues, 
 
As minority chair of the House Children & Youth Committee, I want to keep you in the loop 
regarding the work of the committee. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me or my staff if we 
can be of assistance.  

FYI (for members and staff only) - The House Children & Youth Committee’s SharePoint site is 
frequently updated with helpful information regarding the committee. On the SharePoint site one 
can view: bill analyses, testimony from informational meetings and hearings, documents related 
to voting meetings, letters of support and opposition to legislation, and all past Children & Youth 
monthly newsletters. In addition, check out the ‘News’ section of the SharePoint site that 
includes interesting articles relating to the work of the committee.  

  
 

COMMITTEE NEWS RECAP 
 

  
 
 

  

 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FrfLcsNbm4


DeLissio Recognizes The First Trauma Awareness Day in PA 
 
As the Minority Chair of the House Children & Youth Committee, I was proud to introduce for the 
first time a Citation recognizing May as Trauma Awareness Month and May 25 as Trauma 
Awareness Day in Pennsylvania. In 1988, Ronald Reagan saw the need for trauma awareness 
and established May as the month for us to dedicate our time and resources to increasing 
education and prevention activities. 
 
This month is an opportunity for all individuals and leaders in Pennsylvania to realize that 
trauma exists and has widespread effects, to recognize the signs and symptoms of trauma, and 
to respond proactively and prevent re-traumatization in order to allow healing. The first step 
toward crafting trauma informed policy for our Commonwealth is becoming trauma aware.  
 
You can watch a full recording of my remarks here.  

 
May 23, 2022 Updates on HB 1731, HB 1866, & HB 2214 

  
The House voted on three bills that passed the Children & Youth committee: HB 1731, HB 
1866, & HB 2214  
  
H.B. 1731 Establishing the Pennsylvania Advisory Committee on Greater Father 
Involvement (Former HB 2872) – Rep. Lori A. Mizgorski (R- Allegheny) creates an advisory 
committee within the Joint State Government Commission to research best practices, 
recommend policy, and promote greater involvement by fathers across the Commonwealth. The 
bill was unanimously reported as amended. The House voted unanimously to approve the bill.  
  
H.B. 1866 Helping Older Foster Youth Find Permanency – Rep. Karen Boback (R-
Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) seeks to enhance permanency planning and improve 
outcomes for older youth in foster care. The bill was unanimously reported as amended. The 
House voted unanimously to approve the bill.  
  
H.B. 2214 Making Indemnification Language Unenforceable in Governmental Contracts 
with Private Children and Youth Social Service Agencies and Children Residential 
Services – Rep. Kate A. Klunk (R-York) makes indemnification language unenforceable in 
governmental contracts with county Children and Youth Agencies and certain entities that 
provide children and youth services. The bill was unanimously reported as amended. The 
House voted unanimously to approve the bill as amended.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FrfLcsNbm4
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1731
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1731
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1866
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2214
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2214
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2214


 
  

May 24, 2022 Update on Child Trust Fund Legislation- HB 2437  
  

I am pleased to announce that legislation to provide a convenient way for Pennsylvania 
residents to support efforts to fight child abuse passed the House on Tuesday May 24.  
  
Child abuse and its devastating and long-lasting effects are among the issues that we have 
focused on in the House Children and Youth Committee. This legislation would make it easy for 
Pennsylvania residents to support important work being done to prevent abuse and neglect, and 
I’m pleased the House has advanced this legislation.  
  
House Bill 2437, which had bipartisan support among co-sponsors, would allow individuals 
renewing vehicle registrations or a driver’s license to include an optional $5 donation to the 
Children’s Trust Fund, which awards grants to community-based programs to prevent child 
abuse and neglect. 
 
 I had the privilege of introducing this bill with majority chair Rep. Sheryl Delozier, R-
Cumberland, as a co-prime sponsor. 
  
The House voted unanimously to approve the bill, which advanced to the Senate.  
  

  
 

National Children’s Day – 2nd Sunday in June   
  

 

 
 



June 12th is National Children’s Day –a day to honor the children in our lives by slowing down 
our fast-paced lives, turning off the tech, and refocusing on the important things. One day is not 
enough but using it as an opportunity to redirect/rethink our family’s focus could be an important 
step in a child’s life.  
 
Children look up to the adults in their lives for guidance and structure. While their personalities 
are unique, they absorb the behaviors and actions of the adults in their lives and often follow 
those examples. 
 
HOW TO OBSERVE #NationalChildrensDay  
Cherish the children in your life every day: 

• Start new traditions 
• Explore the outdoors. 
• Tell family stories. 
• Be creative through art or music. 
• Teach them something new. 
• Open your heart to new ideas. 
• Listen to your children. 
• Seek adventure with your children. 
• Break out of old routines. 
• Pursue new opportunities with your children. 

 
Make it your mission to celebrate children’s day every day. We need to recognize, love, nurture 
and invest in the future of our children.  
 
Share your adventures with your children using #NationalChildrensDay on social media. 

  

POLICY POINT 
  

 
  

  

 
 



BILLS & RESOLUTIONS CURRENTLY IN THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

H.B. 193: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 194: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 369: COVID-19: Support for Frontline Workers – Rep. Austin Davis 
  
H.B. 628: Student Loan Forgiveness for Child Welfare Workers – Rep. Tarah Toohil 
 
H.B. 631: Keys to Independence for Foster Youth Age 16-21 – Rep. Tarah Toohil  
  
H.B. 1259 Elijah’s Law- Anaphylaxis Recognition and Emergency Response 
Procedures in Day Cares – Rep. Ryan Warner  
  
H.B. 1687: Autism Screening for Children Aged 18 Months to 4 Years  – Rep. Brian 
Smith 
   
H.B. 1769: Adding Nurses to County Children & Youth Agency Staff – Rep. Karen 
Boback 
  
HB 1843: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. 
Christopher B. Quinn  
  
HB 1844: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats  
  
HB 1845: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats 
  
HB 1863: Updating Definition in Child Protective Services Law - Rep. Sheryl M. Delozier  
  
HB 2174: Revisiting Entry into ARD as Basis for Founded Child Abuse Report- Rep. 
Abby Major 
  
HB 2213 Limitation of Liability for Social Services Providers - Rep. Kate A. Klunk   
  
HB 2381 Family Finding and Kinship Care Practices – Rep. Milou Mackenzie 
  
HB 2383 Multidisciplinary Medical Team for Child Abuse Investigations – Rep. Ryan 
Warner  
  
HB 2400 Keystone STARS – Rep. Thomas L. Mehaffie III  
  
H.B. 2472 Video Surveillance in Child Care Centers – Rep. Angel Cruz 
  
H.R. 126: Recognizing the Impact of Childhood Emotional Abuse – Rep. Brian Kirkland 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=193
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=194
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=369
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=628
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=631
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1259
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1259
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1687
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1769
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1843
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1844
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1845
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1863
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2174
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2213
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2381
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2383
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2400
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2472
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0126


H.R. 133: Recognizing the Harmful Effects of Adverse Childhood Experiences  – Rep. 

Stephen  Kinsey 

 

 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
 
 

 
  
Each month, I spotlight members of the Children & Youth Committee so you can get to know 

them better. This month we chatted with Anna King, Executive Director of the House Children & 

Youth Committee for the Republican Caucus.  

Anna has worked in Pennsylvania government for the past twelve years. After completing her 

law degree at the Dickinson School of Law (PSU) in 2009, she worked for the Corbett 

Administration beginning in November 2010 in the Office of General Counsel. In May 2011, she 

began working with the House Republican Caucus. She served as Legal Counsel for the Urban 

Affairs and Judiciary Committees.  

In May 2019, Anna stepped into the position of Executive Director for the House Children & 

Youth Committee. There was some overlap between the Children & Youth and Judiciary 

committees, but for the most part Anna relied on her strong legal background as she took on the 

challenges of her new role.  

When asked about her legislative priorities, Anna was quick to point out that her job is to assist 

the members in actualizing their priorities, but did note that she would like to see improvements 

to the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL). She says that in her time on the committee, she 

has seen how a lack of clarity in places can lead to inconsistent application and be a source of 

frustration to those seeking to understand what their rights are or what they can expect to 

happen in a given situation. Anna stated that a law with such profound implications should be 

clearer and more accessible to those it affects and to the public at large. 

Anna is a mother to twin teenage daughters. In her free time, she enjoys reading (her favorite 

genres are history and fiction), hiking, and camping. 

  

  

 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0133


HAVE A QUESTION? 
 

  

If you have questions or would like to share ideas for the Children & Youth Committee, call 
my office at 717-783-4945.   
  
  
Yours truly, 
  

 

 

 


